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From the editor
Wishing everyone a good April Fools Day! May your tricks succeed and bring merriment, and may the pranks of others make you laugh. How’s that for a made-up seasonal wish?

We’ve hardly caught our breath from staging The Real Inspector Hound but we are well into the rehearsals for the following show,  Liquid Love. And we have plans beyond that too, as you will see.

This would have been the March Newsletter had I gotten round to it sooner. My sincere apologies for the delay. Pay special attention to the announcement of the next play reading which will already be held this Friday, thanks to Alex.
But now, without further ado, here’s the rest of your long-awaited newsletter. Enjoy!

Henny Vos

Review of The Real Inspector Hound
Last month’s performance of Tom Stoppard’s mystery comedy The Real Inspector Hound at the CREA theater was a great success. All evening shows were nearly sold out, which was very deserved, for the troupe under the direction of Nina Cohen performed magnificently, which also showed in the fact that several of the audience left their names and email addresses at the box office and on the website for  information about future shows.
Well done guys.

We received the following review:
The Real Inspector Hound proved to be an affordable and fun Saturday evening outing right in the heart of Amsterdam! 

The cast of the Real Inspector Hound delivered a creative adaptation of the production which was quite entertaining. The wit and expressiveness of the characters was not only humourous and funnily absurd, they had the audience laughing aloud at their silly (but so totally believable antics). Congratulations for giving such a great performance!

Nikki Ternon

Next production: Liquid Love – by Teresa Merilainen
The next InPlayers production will be Liquid Love, an original play written and directed by InPlayers member Teresa Merilainen.
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CREA theater, Turfdraagsterspad 17

7 and 8 May at 20.30
9 May at 14.00 and 20.30

Tickets € 13, reduction € 10

Reservations can already be made, CREA theater 020-5251400

Actors: Duncan Bain, Athena Bergen, Jeremiah Fleming, Peter Hubbard, Henal Patel, Alexis Porter, Neil Robinson, Nikki Ternon and Nick Woolliscroft
Backstage opportunities with "Liquid Love" URGENT
There are still some people needed backstage for Liquid Love, more specifically extra stage hands to help with the set changes during the final rehearsals and the performances.

We would need you to be there on the last three Sunday rehearsals ( 19, 26 April and 3 May), to practice the scene changes and during performance week  6-9 May (dress rehearsal and 4 shows) 
Please write to the InPlayers email address or contact  Teresa (062724066) ,  Henny  (0623333415) or production manager Matt (0640456044)
Still needed for Liquid Love URGENT
Now that the Van Gendhallen have finally closed and we can no longer use the space to build a set, we are now very much in need of a space to build the set for Liquid Love, as well as a space to store the set . Doesn’t have to be the same space. If anyone knows of any possibilities, please let Teresa, Henny or Matt know asap.
Other productions in  2009/2010
November 2009: In Yonder Green Glen by Svarupa
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A modern day Commedia dell’ Arte play written and to be directed by Svarupa.  CREA theater, in November

Audition dates will be announced

February 2010: Deaf on the Nile by Stuart Idell and Peter Hopwood

This ‘horror spoof’ is being written and will be directed by Stuart Idell and Peter Hopwood 

 (the pair of them was responsible for the very successful InPlayers production 

 Jack and the Beanstalk in 2006)

*****Call for ideas for new plays and new directors*****
The committee would like to plan ahead and calls on members to submit ideas and also think about directing.. If you know of a particular play that might be fun for the group to do but would like someone else to direct it, come forward anyway and we may be able to find a director for it, as happened with String of Pearls. New directors will get help from more experienced ones. As a group, we aim to develop talent, and we are proud to be able to provide people with their first acting or directing experience.
The first available slot will be in May/June 2010. The committee would like to have proposals well ahead of time, and asks interested members to come forward before 31 October 2009, so that we will have plenty of time to select a play, have it read in a play reading, perhaps workshopped, etc. 
Please write to the InPlayers email address before October 31st or speak to any of the committee members first.
Play readings and workshops

	


Next play reading: GOING POSTAL – by Terry Pratchett
Friday 3 April at 1900-2200

CREA room A 2.04

Terry Pratchett is the author of comic fantasy novels, which (although he denies this) comment on our own society, but is best known for the extremely witty and funny Discworld series, many of which have been adapted into plays and performed arond the globe with great success as well as having been made into films, video games and internet games

 As far as I am concerned, his works are classics in their own day on the same level as The Lord Of the Rings and The Matrix. And Star Trek of course.

 Sir Terry was appointed Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) "for services to literature" in 1998. As it states in many of his novels, he lives behind a typewriter in Wiltshire.

 There are regular Discworlds conventions, where fans dress up as Pratchett's characters such as witches, wizards, dwarfs, trolls, orangutans, golems, vampires, elves,and what have you. Special appearence in many novels is The Luggage, a magical box with legs, which follows its owner everywhere. 

 Sadly, he was diagnosed with Alzheimer a while back, so his writing days may soon be over, although he is still active with the Alzheimer Foundation as well as several other projects.

 For those who are not familiar with Terry Pratchett or his work (can't imagine that personally, but there you go) this will be a unique opportunity to get to know about him, but first see  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terry_Pratchett  

 Synopsis of Going Postal: 

Moist von Lipwig was a con artist, a fraud and a man faced with a life choice: be hanged or put Ankh Morpork’s ailing postal service back in its feet. 

It was a tough decision. 

With the help of a golem who has been at the bottom of a hole in the ground for over 200 years, a pin fanatic and Junior Postman Groat, he’s got to see that the mail gets through. In taking on the evil chairman of the Grand trunk Semaphore Company and a midnight killer, he’s also got to stay alive. 

Getting a date with Adora Belle Dearheart would be nice, too.

In the mad world of the mail, can a criminal suceed where honest men have failed and died? Perhaps there’s a shot at redemption for a man who’s prepared to push the envelope……..
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hope to have caught your interest, and to see you on Friday!

If you have an idea for a workshop or a play for  play reading,  please let the committee know and we will see what can be arranged. Please write to the InPlayers email address.

DIRECTORS WORKSHOPS

The In Players would like to organise a number of director's workshops. If you are interested in developing your directing skills, a workshop will give you the opportunity to work on some scenes of your choice with participants. It will help you to find if directing is your thing and will give you an idea how to realise your views on a play through the process of directing. 
Those that are interested can host a workshop. Please let Nina know if you are interested, and give her the dates (up till the summer) you are available, and which play you would like to work on. 
Speak to Nina in person or write to the InPlayers email address
InPlayers performing elsewhere/English theater elsewhere 

Between 4 – 6 June Joel Lipton (board member) will be directing David Margulies’  Sight Unseen for the AATG of The Hague.
It is the story of a Jewish-American artist, turned celebrity through the hype and marketing that characterizes the investment art market. His first retrospective exhibition in London brings him back into contact with his college sweetheart after an interval of 15 years. They have each changed over the years, each married, both busy with their careers, yet still under the emotional press of their previous relationship and its abrupt and painful break-up. 

The text addresses the meaning of art -- particularly 'great' art -- and the ethics of the art market, but the essence of the play is found in the emotions simmering within each of the characters: the artist's obsession with his art (and his self), the ex-sweetheart's frigidity as a reaction to the break-up so long ago, and her husband's repressed fury at his wife's pain, pain provoked by the artist. 

Essentially, this play -- like all great drama -- is about sex, love, rejection, revenge...and sex. It's also quite funny in a very dark way. 

 Details: 4 – 6 June 2009

Cultureel Centrum Warenar, Wassenaar

To reserve a ticket see the AATG website for more info www.aatg.nl 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Alex McKenzie (also on the board) will perform in Shakespeare’s As You Like It between

 16 – 18 June  at Theater Imperium, Oude Vest 33E, Leiden with the group LEF  ( Leiden English Freshers)

A fast-paced, often funny, often serious, tale of love and betrayal that might be Shakespeare's most impressive study into personal psychologies and philosophies. 

For a full synopsis of the play (with spoilers) visit http://www.leidenenglishfreshers.nl/default.asp?id=517 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

What is generally worth checking out is the website of STET although they are more focused on the area around The Hague:

http://www.theenglishtheatre.nl/ 
http://www.theenglishtheatre.nl/chaplin.html 

Theater festivals

FEATS 

The Festival of European Anglophone Theatrical Societies is an annual event which takes place in a different city each year. The InPlayers take part regularly and have even won prizes a few times. Last year it was in Stockholm, 2 years ago it was in the Hague, and this year it  will take place in Brussels.
During Whitsun/Pentacost weekend ( 29 May – 1 June)  12 groups will compete for prizes in several categories such as best play, best production, best actor and actress, and so on.

 If you love theater and would like to see  12 plays in 4 days, plus the Fringe program make sure to get yourselves a season ticket, a train ticket and a hotel. 
 http://www.feats.org/content/index.php
A Dutch theater festival which will take place in September, showing the best shows of the past year, AND where English subtitles will be provided! How cool is that?

www.tf.nl 
Other theater opportunities

No Way To Treat A Lady; highly recommended
I mention this because the director Daniel Cohen has ties to the InPlayers, and his shows are always good quality. In Dutch.

Here’s the press release:
In het Amsterdamse theater M-Lab starten vandaag de repetities voor de humoristische thrillermusical No Way To Treat A Lady. Deze succesvolle Off Broadway productie beleeft volgende maand zijn Nederlandse première en is van 8 tot en met 18 april te zien in M-Lab.

Douglas J. Cohen schreef het originele script, de muziek en liedteksten. Hij baseerde zijn musical op de gelijknamige roman van William Goldman waarin de nadruk ligt op de psychologische ontwikkeling van de karakters. Geïnspireerd door het werk van Alfred Hitchcock wordt de emotie versterkt door komedie en thrillerinvloeden af te wisselen.

No Way To Treat A Lady schetst de duistere kant van de mens in zijn zucht naar aandacht en erkenning. De arena is de theaterwereld waar moord de ultieme manier blijkt om een eigen plek in de spotlights te veroveren. In een macaber kat-en-muisspel worden de grenzen tussen held en misdadiger steeds vager.
Daniël Cohen (Cabaret, Sunset Boulevard) zorgt voor de Nederlandse vertaling en neemt de regie voor zijn rekening. Hij verplaatst in zijn bewerking het plaats delict naar Amsterdam. Wim van den Driessche (Elisabeth, Les Misérables) speelt een gefrustreerde toneelacteur c.q. seriemoordenaar. Verder met Frédérique Sluyterman van Loo (Cabaret, Ganesha), Remko Vrijdag (De Vliegende Panters, Transformers) en Brigitte Nijman (Musical to the Max, Tribute to the BeeGees).

For the website
If you have any photos, videos, old programs or posters for the website to complete the archive, please contact us through the website (there’s a mail contact page) or directly via the InPlayers email address.
Items for next Newsletter

Please forward them on by May 1st to in.players.amsterdam@gmail.com If you are performing elsewhere, have seen something you want to write a review on , or have any other information of interest to the members, please share it with us.
Contact information

General email:   in.players.amsterdam@gmail.com
Snail mail:         Postbus 11437 – 1001 GK Amsterdam

Website:            www.inplayers.org 

Facebook:          In Players  or  http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=8742846071&ref=ts 

In a dystopian view of our society, where internet shopping and online dating have taken a great flight, perfection is pursued as a means to happiness. But in the search for mastery in all spheres of life, what becomes more elusive and fluid than ever, is the thing we want the most.





"A play about love being lost in the search for perfection”, says the author and director Teresa Merilainen. “The polished, shiny image of the characters is bit by bit broken to pieces, revealing the anguish, inner unease and terror that surrounds the human soul – as long as we are not able to connect deeply to one another.”


 














