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From the editor

I hoped to be able to write a somewhat short newsletter this month, but with all the information to be passed on it has become a 6-pager after all.
Lots of information this month, for old and new members.

The InPlayers are starting the new season with this month’s production of String of Pearls, as well as a play reading of a play written by one of our members,

A new committee has been appointed at the Annual General Meeting, and the membership fees are due.

And there are some contributions from members on their personal activities that might be interesting to others in the group.

New committee and call for treasurer
At the Annual General Meeting in July a new committee has been appointed :

Chairperson: 



 Johan Statius Muller
Secretary and post:
 

 Polly Perkins
Treasurer:

 

 vacant - Polly will help out for now

Newsletter and contact with theaters: Henny Vos
Play readings and workshops:
 Nina Cohen and Andrew Watson
Membership:



 Henny Vos and Joel Lipton
Production liaison:


 appointed per production
The position of treasurer is still vacant, since our previous treasurer stepped down.

If you are willing to take a position on the committee and are prepared to take the position of treasurer, please let the committee know as soon as possible.

Membership dues

€

Membership dues represent an important part of the revenue the InPlayers depend on to fund our activities. A successful production can pay for itself and even show a profit, but even an ultimately profitable production has up-front costs from author's rights to costumes to rehearsal and theater rental that all need to be covered.  And many of our other activities, such as workshops and play readings, do not pay for themselves.  To continue offering these activities we need to know that we can depend on you, the membership, to not only attend these events but to also help support them.  

Dues will remain the same as the years before: € 40 per person and € 70 for two adults in the same household.  These are payable to the InPlayers account with the Postbank.  Account No. 3633494, tnv InPlayers International Drama Group.  Please do so as soon as possible.

Productions
STRING OF PEARLS  by Michelle Lowe

Thursday 23 - Sunday 26 October

The fall production of the InPlayers is String of Pearls by American author Michelle Lowe, directed by Jeremiah Fleming.

Cast:  Sinead Donovan, Alex McKenzie, Marielle Nievaart, Imra Dincer, Teresa Merilainen and Natascha Chada.

Place: CREA theater, Turfdraagsterspad 17, Amsterdam

Thursday - Friday - Saturday evening performance at 20.30

Saturday - Sunday matinee at 14.00

Reservations 020-5251400

A delightful pastiche of women's stories cleverly intertwined by an actual string of pearls, which journeys through the various characters' lives. Wives, mothers and daughters share treasured life experiences of love, redemption and wisdom in this poignant, thoughtful comedy.

 String of Pearls premiered in New York in 2004, and was nominated for an Outer Critics Circle Award
In a separate email you  will be sent the digital flyer of String of Pearls, and we urge you to send it on to as many people you may know who are or might be interested in an evening of English theater.  

CABFARE FOR THE COMMON MAN at the Cameleon one-act festival

Saturday 25 October at 14:00
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Many of you have probably seen Cabfare for the Common Man at the Spielerij in April, where we staged this collection of 7 short-short comic plays by Mark Harvey Levine as in-house production.

We are now staging a reprise of three of these short pieces at the annual Cameleon Festival at theater De Cameleon in Amsterdam, to be directed by Johan Statius Muller.. We are the only English-speaking contestant there, as the rest of the groups all perform in Dutch.
Address: 3e Kostverlorenkade 35, Amsterdam

For more information on the festival: http://www.decameleon.nl 
Productions in  2009

Several options for productions are being considered now, among others a pantomime and a commedia dell’arte play written by one of our members.We will of course inform you further as soon as any decision has been made.
Meanwhile we urge members to come forward with ideas for future productions, as we rather prefer to be in the position of being able to choose from several options. Please write to the InPlayers e-mail address in.players.amsterdam@gmail.com or  speak to any of the committee members.
Play reading October 12 th
You have hopefully already received the announcement for the first play reading of the season, but for completeness sake here is the information again:

After our annual summer break the InPlayers are starting the season with a reading of Svarupa's "In  Yonder Green Glen" , which  is being considered for production in the spring, written in the best of the Commedia dell' Arte tradition.

 It will take place the coming weekend, next Sunday 12 October from 3.00-5.00 pm. at CREA room A1.04, which is in the main building, address Turfdraagsterspad 17, Amsterdam.

 In Svarupa's own words:

 "In  Yonder Green Glen,"  we fall in with a group of travelling Commedia del Arte actors.  They are from today but their high style and low humour are from the sixteenth century.

The story line is the same as it as been for over 500 years.  Rich old men plot to lure young

Ladies into their bed chamber.  Poor young men do exactly the same.  Actually it seems

That love is in the air and has intoxicated all the players .

Harlequin and Pierrot duel for the favours of Columbine,  Whilst Pantaloon, (dirty,old man)

Desires Isabella and his son, Flavio, (handsome young lover) does also.  

They are all here, El Dottore  and his fantastic cures.  Dashing El Capitano with his sword.  Tough and cynical Brighella falling for Isabella's mother. A woman with a past, planning for the future.

Not polite company to journey forth with.  As  Columbine so charmingly sings:

We are back, we are back

Harlequine et Brighella

We are most rude

And often crude

This is Our Novella!         

(Ah yes, but as you will see, so much good, old fashioned fun. )
Flyer run for String of Pearls – change of date!!! Help still wanted!!
Due to unforeseen circumstances the flyer run for String of Pearls has been moved back by 1 week to October 18th, also at CREA Café, also at 13:00 hrs.

We are still looking for volunteers, to help promote this month’s production. It’s usually good fun, it  takes about an hour, and you will be handed the flyers and given the addresses to take them to. Please let Jeremiah know if you intend to come : ann_jeremiah@yahoo.com 

(Also a good opportunity to have a beer with fellow InPlayers.)
Agenda of upcoming events      

12  October      play reading In Yonder Green Glen

18 October
 flyer run for String of Pearls

23-26 October  String of Pearls

Theater elsewhere

The AATG of The Hague are performing Nunsense II at theater Warenar in Wassenaar from 8-11 October.  Tickets are going fast, especially for the weekend, so make sure you book in advance. Details as follows:

Directed by Dirk Marks

The Little Sisters of Hoboken are back in "Nunsense II, the second coming" and zanier than ever. Our nuns will have you rolling in the aisle with their wild impersonations, wisecracks, and antics. Whether or not you saw the original Nunsense, audiences of all ages and religious persuasions will enjoy the songs and laughs in this delightful sequel.

Warenar, Wassenaar, 8 PM, October 8 - 11, 2008 (Netherlands Premiere)

Tickets:€17; under-16s & over-65s:€10; groups of 10 or more (at the same performance) & students:€15

Tel:070 3306205 (Mon-Fri 8am - 7pm) or aatg@aa-service.nl 

A special point of interest: the appearance in a cameo role of InPlayers chairman Johan Statius Muller
Member activities

Jon  Jordan, has recently made his debut as a published writer with his novella "In the Name of Sarah Pogford". 

The ABC Treehouse are hosting a literary event “Who's Afraid of the Creative Process? - Making Your Writing Public”  to celebrate this publication and to share insights into the process of moving through the creative process from private writing to published work. 
Lisa Friedman of The Amsterdam Writing Workshop will be speaking on the topic "Who's afraid of the creative process?" 

Jon will also read a short selection from "In the Name of Sarah Pogford"  and signed copies will be available for purchase
Where: ABC Treehouse, Voetboogstraat 11, Amsterdam (parallel to the Kalverstraat)

When: Friday October 17th

What time: 19:30 to 21:00

Attendance is free
Praise for "In the Name of Sarah Pogford":

Indie Next List Notable Read (American Booksellers Association)

Jon Edward Jordan has created a poignantly sympathetic protagonist and a varied, vivid cast of characters. "In the Name of Sarah Pogford" is a book about courage and redemption, but there isn't a whiff of sentimentality in it. It's a bittersweet, often funny, timely inquiry into the power of the imagination and the fragility of identity.

-Kate Christensen, winner of the 2008 PEN Faulkner Award

Tamara Richards, a member of the In Players for the last 6 years is currently based in

Cape Town, South Africa doing freelance communications work. For the InPlayers newsletter she has put to paper some of her theater experiences in her new home town.
It was meant to be published in last June’s newsletter, but due to a misunderstanding on my part another letter of hers was published, which in itself was also highly interesting, but not what she intended.

To make up for this, with my apologies to both Tamara and you, now follows the article that was supposed to be published:

* * * * * * * * * *  *  *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Greetings fellow In Players from the wonderful city of Cape Town,

When I arrived here last October one of the first things I did was research theatre groups in the city where I could attempt to transfer my thespian passion to South Africa. In a country only 14 years into democracy with 40% unemployment and nearly 60% of the people living off 200 euros a month, I realised that where I could gain and contribute the most was in theatre for development addressing issues around poverty, health and education.

I met a group called New Africa Theatre Association (NATA), which provides education, training, and employment in the Performing Arts to young adults from disadvantaged communities. My timing was perfect as they were in the midst of rehearsals for a musical called Smokkel. With a cast of 12 between the ages of 14-17, NATA wrote an original script and music around the theme of gangs and drugs. None of these young adults had ever been on stage or had any previous experience singing or acting. The results were incredible. Watching them develop their characters, become confident in their singing and interact with one another was fantanstic. Some of these kids live in the most deprived areas of Cape Town, housed with their grandparents or other relatives due to their parents death from AIDS or abandonment and some even former drug users themselves. 

What stood out for me was how professional some of these kids were. They were so determined to get it right and would listen to every instruction and practice on their own or in small side-groups. Those who were struggling always had a fellow cast member nearby to help and give advice. I was a mere observer providing help to the musical director when needed and working backstage on performance nights. My upbringing and acting experience in the western world was a far cry from the script itself and the daily lives of the actors. 

The show was performed in March of this year at Artscape, the city’s main arts centre and was sold-out. Parents, friends and schools came to see the results of 6 months of intense work and were thrilled. With humour, sadness and insight into the plight of many of South Africa’s teenagers, you could see that Smokkel touched everyone. Watching the kids perform with such energy and passion was inspiring. The biggest kick I got was witnessing families greet their children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews after the show with huge smiles and proud looks on their faces. 

The play will likely be taken to the US and possibly Sweden. Ian Bruce who spent 17 years in Amsterdam in exile is the director of NATA. Some of you long standing In Players members may know him. He has written and directed several plays one of which will be produced off-Broadway next year. Check them out at http://www.newafricatheatre.org/

I will keep you posted of any future ventures here in Cape Town, although I have to admit that I’m feeling the urge to be in on the boards again rather than behind the curtains. 

Break a leg to the entire cast and crew of Godspell. Wish I could be there to see the show!

Cheers, 

Tamara
                          * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Marion de Groot wrote us the following about an interesting personal project:

Dear InPlayers,

Out of personal interest, I’m currently setting up a project to collect stories about culture clashes or cultural differences. Since the InPlayers are a very international bunch, I thought it might be interesting to bring the project to everyone’s attention. Would it be possible to mention my project in the next InPlayers newsletter? 

More information and the collection of stories can be found at http://cultureclash.mariondegroot.nl . Please add all the stories you know!

Items for next Newsletter

Please forward them on by October 28 to in.players.amsterdam@gmail.com If you are performing elsewhere, have seen something you want to write a review on (reviews on String of Pearls will be greatly appreciated!) , or have any other information of interest to the members, please share it with us.
Contact information

General email:   in.players.amsterdam@gmail.com
Snail mail:         Postbus 11437 – 1001 GK Amsterdam

Website:            www.inplayers.org 

Facebook:          In Players  or  http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=8742846071&ref=ts 
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