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From the editor

With String of Pearls still fresh in our memories we are now planning the following productions. We still need members to pay their membership fees, there are festivals to put in your agenda, and other possibilities for acting or classes in acting.
Committee and call for treasurer

The position of treasurer is still vacant, since our previous treasurer stepped down.

If you have any bookkeeping talent and/or experience and are willing to take a position on the committee as treasurer, please let the committee know as soon as possible.

Membership dues

€

As you will see from the announcements of play redings and workshops, we have changed our base to the CREA quarters, dead in the center, at Turfdraagsterspad 17. We have to rent these spaces, and as members of the InPlayers we need you to support this by paying your membership fee. 

Also, taking part in a production requires you to be  member.

In last month's newsletter you were all invited to pay your membership fee. For those who have, thank you. If, however, you have not yet done so, consider this a gentle reminder. 

Membership dues represent an important part of the revenue the InPlayers depend on to fund our activities. A successful production can pay for itself and even show a profit, but even an ultimately profitable production has up-front costs from author's rights to costumes to rehearsal and theater rental that all need to be covered.  And many of our other activities, such as workshops and play readings, do not pay for themselves.  To continue offering these activities we need to know that we can depend on you, the membership, to not only attend these events but to also help support them.  

Dues will remain the same as the years before: € 40 per person and € 70 for two adults in the same household.  These are payable to the InPlayers account with the Postbank.  Account No. 3633494, tnv InPlayers International Drama Group.  Please do so as soon as possible.

A review of the latest production: String of Pearls
About a year ago when the In Players were first considering producing String of Pearls, I read through the play and wondered how it would be possible to stage a piece that contained such a large turnover of characters. That this was achieved with such great aplomb is of great credit to the cast and crew of the In Players’ latest show.  

Jeremiah’s choice to have the open wardrobes on stage proved a wise one. It set a strong formal tone from the outset and it also meant that the audience were clearly introduced to each new character and, with the actresses always ready to step in to their next role, the play was allowed to flow smoothly. 

It must have been quite a job to dress 20+ persons so a big well done to Ian whose impressive authentic clothes were effective in helping set down character. Aaron’s lighting was simple and he made sure our attention was focused in the right areas.  

And so the stage was set and the performances were an absolute delight. Alex, Natascha, Marielle, Imra, Sinead and Teresa were excellent and versatile throughout. There was a real warmth and intimacy to their work and they managed to find the right balance between comedy and seriousness, so that whilst we laughed, we also never stopped caring about the people who made us laugh.    

This was an endearing and, at times, very funny story clearly told and well performed. 

 Mike Williams
Productions in  2009
January 2009
As you may know from several earlier emails or from reading it on Facebook, the committee  has decided to postpone the production of a pantomime. Instead we will stage a production of Tom Stoppard’s  The Real Inspector Hound. A play reading also serving as auditions has been arranged on 9 November, and by the time you read this, many of you have hopefully been there.

If , however, you missed the play reading, but are nevertheless interested in taking part, on or off stage, please get in touch with the director, Nina Cohen at cohen44@zonnet.nl . 

If you are willing to help out with the promotion/publicity of this play, get in touch with Henny Vos at henny.vos225@gmail.com 
This play is an example of absurdism as well as farce, parody, and satire, a comic spoof of the whodunits popularized by Agatha Christie. There is the clichéd plot of a secluded English country manor house, ominous radio reports of a criminal on the loose, visitors behaving suspiciously, a relative with a shady past and an unidentified dead body (that is on stage for half of the play before it is noticed).
Constructed as a play-within-a-play, 'The Real Inspector Hound' opens with two competing theatre critics, Moon and Birdboot, ready to review the latest mystery. In time, both find themselves literally drawn into the comedy, playing roles leading to the climax of the plot when the murderer's identity is revealed to all. 
The twist is similar to that of Agatha Christie's play The Mousetrap, and the sleuth is a parody of Arthur Conan Doyle's famous Sherlock Holmes.
For the rest, let yourself be surprised by Stoppard's wit.

There will be no separate auditions. Rehearsals will start asap, and will be twice a week, mostly at CREA

The performance dates are 28th of January - 1st of February at the Ostade Theatre. 
May 2009: looking for proposals
For this slot we are looking for ideas from the membership as to what play to put on. We have booked the CREA theater for May 2009, and have  a number of options for productions.

However, we would like to urge members to  come forward with ideas. You can either just suggest a play, offer to direct it yourself, or co-direct with someone with experience. You will be given every support from the committee if you are a first-time director. One of the aims of the InPlayers is to bring forth talent and provide a platform for learning and experience.
One of  the ideas is to have 2-3 short plays,  running between 30-40 minutes, one of which we could then take to FEATS which will take place in Brussels from 29 May – 1 June  (Whitsun/Pentacost weekend). A longer play is possible, and for FEATS a section of this play could be chosen as our entry.
For more information and to suggest plays , please write to the InPlayers e-mail address in.players.amsterdam@gmail.com or  speak to any of the committee members.
October/November 2009: looking for proposals
We try to plan ahead and will take an option for October/November. We have some options and ideas but would still like ideas from the members. Full-length, 2 shorter ones, anything that takes your fancy.

Play readings
We aim to arrange monthly play readings and workshops, which comes down to something taking place every fortnight, not counting holidays and production weeks.
We have the following play readings lined up:

Sunday 23 November : A Day in the Death of Joe Egg – by Peter Nichols

1500-1700, CREA room B2.12, Turfdraagsterspad 17

The play centers on a British couple who are struggling to save their marriage whilst trying to raise their only child, a small girl with cerebral palsy. She is wheelchair bound and unable to communicate. Taking care of her has occupied nearly every moment of her parent's lives since her birth, and this has taken a heavy toll on their marriage.Sheila, her mother, gives Josephine as much of a life as she can while Bri wants the child institutionalised and has begun to entertain chilling fantasies of killing himself and Josephine.

Sunday 7 December: A play by Michael Sterling
1500-1700, CREA room A 1.03

Please come forward with any ideas for a play to read. Have you written a play? Great! Let us read it!
Workshops

The following workshops are lined up:
Friday 28 November Ken Kitchen method acting

1900-2200, CREA room B0.08
Friday 12 December Ken Kitchen

1900-2200, CREA room B0.08

Festivals
FEATS 2009 Brussels 29 May – 1 June
FEATS is the annual Festival of European Theatrical Societies, which is hosted by a different group every year.

In 2007 the InPlayers performed Augustus Does His Bit by GB Shaw, when  it took place in The Hague. In 2008 it took place in Stockholm.

In 2009 it will take place in Brussels. The InPlayers have applied for a slot, and we are looking for suggestions for a play to perform there, should we be invited.

There is also a FEATS Fringe, which takes place in the afternoons, no competition, where it might be nice to perform something we have ready should we not go to the main event.

InPlayers traditionally go to see FEATS, so stay tuned for more info on a possible road trip party!
http://www.feats.eu/content/index.php 
ACA festival 6 June 2009
	In  verband  met  het  40‐jarig  bestaan  van  het  ACA  heeft  de  projectcommissie  Theaterfestival  
het  plan  opgevat  om  in  2009  niet  het  gebruikelijke  Theaterfstival  te  organiseren,  maar  in 
plaats  daarvan  

	"De  Nacht  van  de  Amateur  2009".  

	Het  ligt  voor  de  hand  dat  "De  Nacht  van  de  Amateur  2009"  een  werkelijk  spetterende  dag  en  avond  moet  worden,  met  wervelende  theateroptredens,  rijp  en  groen,  kort,  korter  en  iets  langer,  op  alle  (on)mogelijke  plekken  in  en  rondom  De  Engelenbak,  in  welke  taal  dan  ook,  door  jong,  door  oud  en  alles  daar  tussenin,  door  amateurs  in  en  van  allerlei  pluimage,  in  kostuums  plus  decor,  maar  ook  in  geïmpro‐viseerde  acts  die  ter  plekke  verzonnen  worden  waar  je  (met  open  mond)  bij  staat  en  zo  nog  heel  veel  meer  wat  tot  de  verbeelding  en  verbijstering  spreekt,  af  te  sluiten  met  een  giga  muziek‐ en  danspartij  waar  nog  jaren  over  gesproken  zal  worden,  kortom:  een  knotsgekke,  knetterende,  spetterende  en  overheerlijke  feestdagnacht  waar  de  theatraliteit  van  af  knalt  als  kurken  van  champagneflessen


Agenda of upcoming events      

To recap:
Sunday 23 November : A Day in the Death of Joe Egg – by Peter Nichols

Friday 28 November Ken Kitchen method acting

Sunday 7 December: A play by Michael Sterling

Friday 12 December Ken Kitchen

Member activities

Here we announce activities by members that we would like you to know about.

Claartje van Swaaij who played in the InPlayers production Short Shaw as well as in productions by Theaterworks Amsterdam, is now playing Michelle in the play Festen, based on the Dogma movie by Thomas Vinterberg. For more information: http://www.toneelhaarlem.nl
Actors needed by other groups
Every now and again we get requests from other people or groups for actors, and from a company providing acting classes. If you are looking to act and are currently not in an InPlayers production,  you may want to consider trying your luck with some of these.

Erka Nissinen

I'm doing a comedic film about 3 characters who escape the society to the alps. I will be playing all these characters and switching roles between 2 actors in different shots. These actors would then have to imitate my way of playing particular character. I'm a very bad actor and I have a strong Finnish accent so they would have to imitate these features in their performances. I do need to work with good actors. Do you know anybody who would be interested to be in my film? 

The shooting will be very soon! It would be 1 day of work on 15. November. This is a non-commercial project with small budget but I could pay whatever is reasonable. 

Thanks a lot for your attention,

Erkka Nissinen

 erkka@hand-kerchief.com 

tel. +31643079179

‘Het Homerostheater’ is looking for:

an English speaking actor (25-50 yr)

for a (leading) part in The Pillowman by Martin McDonagh

The Pillowman is a breathtaking play which start with the interogation of a man in a totalitairian regime. Writer Katurian writes morbide tales in which many children perish. When in the real world a lot of dead children are found, we are plunged into a a game where the fragility of living and the perpetuity of being an author is played out against each other. The art of story telling as life blood of the drama.
‘Het Homerostheater’ mission is to provide access to world literature by selecting and performing both traditional and contemporary plays, preferably in their original language.

‘Het Homerostheater’ is a small theatre group with The Hague as it’s base, but with players from throughout the Randstad. Although it finds it’s base in passionate local thespians, perormances are held throughout Holland, both in theatres and on invitation at schools. In the past we have also cooperated with universities in research projects.
‘Het Homerostheater’ has been invited to perform The Pillowmanat the main event the Festival or European Anglophone Theatrical Societies (FEATS) in Brussels, where we will be performing the Whitsun weekend. Furthermore we will be looking at performing both in The Hague as in Utrecht and at several schools.

Business Information 
Rehearsal period November till May.
Rehearsal in The Hague on  Sunday afternoon and - evening.
Audition on Sunday evening 9 November.
Please apply for the audition by sending an email to info@homerostheater.nl , care of Arne Sybren Postma, director.

You will be sent an audition text by mail for preparation
DAA Film Acting: Intense 12-day film acting workshop!

Introducing the Meisner Technique with Jacqueline McClintock and a physical pre-lude by Erin Bell between 24th January - 8th February 2009.

The classes are designed for professional actors and film industry professionals but accessible to beginners.  

Jacqueline McClintock is a dedicated acting coach with thriving workshops in Montreal, Toronto, Germany and Spain. A graduate of New York's Neighborhood Playhouse, where she studied under the legendary Sanford Meisner, she trains some of Canada's most promising actors, directors and writers in the fundamentals of the Meisner Technique.  

The course has a maximum of only twenty places.

 Department of Acting Amsterdam   info@departmentofacting.nl 

 Tel: 020 - 679 56 37 (Debbie Mulholland)

Items for next Newsletter

Please forward them on by November 30 to in.players.amsterdam@gmail.com If you are performing elsewhere, have seen something you want to write a review on , or have any other information of interest to the members, please share it with us.
Contact information

General email:   in.players.amsterdam@gmail.com
Snail mail:         Postbus 11437 – 1001 GK Amsterdam

Website:            www.inplayers.org 

Facebook:          In Players  or  http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=8742846071&ref=ts 
Page 5

