InPlayers Newsletter November 2007

General remarks
After a somewhat late start of the season we have now had a few play readings and workshops, for which quite a few new interested people have turned up, as well as the regular crowd. Well done!

We intend to keep this up.

So here's a general invitation to you all: whether you be a long-standing member or a new arrival, you are equally invited to come forth with ideas for new plays to read or produce, or workshops that you would like to give yourself or take part in. 

If you would  like to direct, let the committee know, and we will see what is possible. If you know of a coming production, or an interesting lecture, even outside of Amsterdam, it can be announced in the newsletter, and a road trip could be organized. More fun.

If you are involved in any activity yourself like a theater production with another group, or a choir,  and you have a show, why not let us know, and people may be interested to come and watch. See below for the announcement of the Christmas sing-along by Nina and Edwin's singing group Ademnoot, which was great fun last year, and for Johan's Vierwindenkoor.

Please get any information for the December newsletter to Henny by December 1st.

*****Invitation to fame*****

If you’re a musician/singer/actor – time to step into the limelight!

The In-players are considering producing the musical “Godspell” next June 2008. We’re looking for singers, musicians and actors who want to take part.

Based on the Gospel according to St.Matthew, Godspell written by Stephen Swartz is an energetic rock musical which was an instant hit when it opened in New York in 1971.

It’s a colorful and intimate show with great music and requires great comic acting.

In order for the In-Players to know if we can put it together we need everyone to come forward and register their interest.

If you can sing, play an instrument and act – not necessarily all at the same time! (but would be helpful!) then send an email to Edwin Nichols at nicholse@worldaidscampaign.org. 

If you want more information please let me know….

Both myself and Annika will be doing a Workshop on Friday, November 16th at 19:30 at the Spielerij, where we will be taking scenes from the show and seeing what creative interpretations we can come up with. Come join us!

Edwin 

Membership fee

In last month's newsletter you were all invited to pay your membership fee. For those who have, thank you.

We need the membership fees to be able to stage productions and rent spaces to hold our workshops, playreadings and rehearsals.

If, however, you have not yet done so, consider this a gentle reminder. The membership fee for this year is € 40 (€ 70 for two people in the same household).

Please pay to the InPlayers account with Postbank nr.3633494 tnv InPlayers International Drama Group.
*****Date to remember: Next workshop*****

On 16 November: workshop on Godspell with Edwin Nichols and Annika Groeneveld.

Time 19.30

Place:  Spielerij Theatercomplex, Rozengracht 73.

For people new to the group: this is  near the traffic light in the middle of Rozengracht,  at a walking distance from tram stops at Westermarkt, or bus and tram stops at the intersection of Rozengracht and Marnixstraat. 

Playreadings

The monthly play reading was held on November 2nd with  Green Shutters by Elizabeth Addyman and June Wyndham Davies.

In style and subject matter reminiscent of Agatha Christie's Mouse Trap, and great fun. 

We will have to inform you by seperate e-mail about the next one, so keep your eye on your Inbox!!

Should you have an idea for a play to read, please get in touch Jane Holmes. Her contact information is at he bottom of this newsletter.

*****InPlayers performing elsewhere*****

Vierwindenkoor sings at Oosterkerk

On Saturday November 17, Johan Statius Muller's Vierwindenkoor will be performing in the Oosterkerk. 

This choir concert will include a wide range of music of different eras, languages and styles.  The concert starts at 8 pm, and is free. 

The flyer for this concert is attached

"From Fauré to Glass"

Het Vierwindenkoor, Marieke Hoks dirigent

Sat., Nov 17, 20:00

Oosterkerk - Kleine Wittenburgerstraat 1

Free (donations accepted) 

Christmas Sing-along with Ademnoot

The singing group Ademnoot of which our own Nina and Edwin are members are organizing a Christmas sing-along again.  It was a very pleasant evening  last year at the cozy Jordaan restaurant Claes Claesz, and everybody is invited to come along again this year. A chance to do some good old-fashioned informal Christmas carolling while enjoying  drinks and the company of friends. Same place: Claes Claesz, Egelantiersstraat 24.   Date: December 16th, at 8 p.m. For more information contact Nina or Edwin.
Review

We like to encourage members to write reviews of shows thay have seen.

Here's one of a show in The Hague, which one of our members performed in: 

‘tis Pity She’s a Whore

A modest number of InPlayers took the opportunity last month to head down to The Hague to take in the AATG’s most recent production: John Ford’s ‘tis Pity She’s a Whore, which was notable, among other things, for being our own Nick Barker-Pendree’s farewell appearance on a stage in the Netherlands (unless he someday returns from Australia – we can only hope). 

Before touching on Nick’s memorable performance, a few complimentary words on this ambitious production: The subject matter of ‘tis Pity - an incestuous (and repeatedly consummated) love between a brother and sister – is daring today, and must have been far more so the 17th century when Ford wrote it. The director moved the setting up to a more modern time, the mid-20th century, an interesting artistic decision which I am not sure worked on all levels, but which certainly did make the action more accessible and probably realistic to a present-day audience than a traditional costume drama would have. The set, while basically simple, was very effective, as were the minor set-changes which were mostly done by the cast, and the costumes nicely accentuated the mood and the personalities. As for props, the bloody death scene – with very real blood and a thankfully not real human organ – lent great power to a dramatic close. 

The performances were without exception strong; if anything occasionally a hint too forceful. Very few of the characters were really sympathetic, which the players conveyed persuasively, but at times with a bit too much unbridled anger and rage for my taste. Still in any case, it was effective.

As for our Nick, everyone in the cast I spoke to afterwards agreed with me that he pretty well stole the show. In a supporting role which – in typical 17th century English dramatic practice - was designed for comic relief, Nick from his very first entrance through his character’s untimely death had the audience in the palm of his hand. Playing a simpleton suitor of the leading lady, whose passion of course lay elsewhere, his every gesture, expression and inflection was spot on, and as intended, a welcome respite from the unfolding bloody tragedy, even if he too became an unintentional victim of the passions of hatred and jealousy. It is terrific that he had the chance to close his local acting career with such a tour de force, even if it does underscore how much he will be missed. Well done. Australia’s gain is our loss. 

Johan Statius Muller

Call for videos

The In Players hopes to establish a video library of our productions.  We thus plan to take copies of DVDs of all future productions as they occur, but we also would like to include as many records of past productions as possible.  That is where we need the help of the membership.

Anyone who has a videotape (we are presumably talking about pre-DVD days here, though DVDs are welcome, indeed) of any In Players production, and is willing to let us make a DVD copy of it (or them), please contact Johan at johanmuller.nl@gmail.com.  The In Players have gained quite a few new members recently, which is great for the group’s future, but that does not mean we should ignore our history.  A video library is a way of preserving and connecting with that past.  So please do check the dusty corners of your video collection and pass on those moments of theatrical triumph.

Membership News

Have you got some good news to share with your fellow In Players?  Don’t be shy about letting us know!

Other Items of Possible Interest

Open Mike Night

1 ABC Treehouse, Vootboogstraat 11

2 the last Friday of each month at 8pm

3 entry €4.50

4 www.treehouse.abc.nl
easyLaughs

5 Theatre Crea, Turfdraagsterpad 17

6 every Friday at 8:30pm (2 shows)

7 www.easylaughs.nl
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