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A note from the chair …
This May might seem like a relatively quiet month for the In Players after the delightful April performances of Cabfare for the Common Man, and before the eagerly awaited performances of Godspell in June. But the cast and crew preparing for Godspell will be quite busy enough, while those from the wild Cabfare ride are probably still catching their breath after an intense, compressed rehearsal run. This month will, however, finally see bring the auditions for String of Pearls which will open the 2008-2009 season – and we hope that before the end of the month we will be able to confirm that the new season will include a pantomime. Oh yes we will. And on a sad note, this May did bring the close of our familiar haunt, De Spielerij. All the more reason to remind the membership that we are still eagerly soliciting suggestions for a new home for the Play Readings.  
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Cabfare for the Common Man

It is difficult to imagine how the in-house production of Cabfare for the Common Man (25 & 26 April) could have worked out any better than it did.  Some of the objec​tives were to give new members a chance to get on stage and show their stuff.  On that score, we had the pleasure of seeing some splendid new talent in the persons of Alex, Ashley, Brian, Maarten, Sinead, and Simon, all making their In Players debut. Long standing members Andrew and Leah, more accustomed to being back stage took this opportunity to step into the lights. Luud had a chance to direct for the first time. And we had some established In Players talent with Henny, Nina and Paddy to anchor the production. Of course the production featured Mike and Kiki, who pulled it all together, directed the plays, and also each took to the stage in what sadly was simultaneously their In Players debut and farewell performance.  

Whatever the other objectives, a production must always also strive to please the audiences. There too Cabfare was right on target. Working with the delightfully charming and humorous scripts of Mark Harvey Levine was certainly a big help on this score, but even the best material can only go so far on its own. Here the cast and crew took it the rest of the way. From Leah and Ashley’s bewildered panic in the opening play Scripted; though the various though quirky imperfect relationships endearingly portrayed in Surprise, The Rental, The Kiss and Superhero; finally culminating in the madcap finale with the entire cast in the fast-paced metaphor of life Cabfare for the Common Man, the evening never for a moment lost its pace, nor the attention and affection of the audience, while amusing all the while.  
The only notes of regret were that as Cabfare closed, so did our all-too-brief association with Mike and Kiki, who are off to conquer other parts of the world; as did our very long association with the Spielerij Complex, which after many false - or at any rate premature - alarms is closing its doors for good. At least our final venture there proved to be a truly memorable one.  
One last thing:  The Cab may have one more ride in its future.  We will seek to reprise several of these plays at a local one-act festival in the fall.  We cannot yet say whether our entry will be selected, but hope to have an announcement on that in the June Newsletter.
Godspell
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Opening night for Godspell is just a little over a month away (19 June, to be precise). The cast of ten (plus a chorus of four) includes several of the In Players’ best vocal talents, and some splendid debutantes. Add to that some fine musicians and a script and score that has cheered and inspired audiences world-wide for nearly forty years, and we are sure to have a terrific show. So why not reserve your tickets extra early? For the run at the Polanen (19, 21 & 22 June) you can do so at www.polanentheatr.nl or (020) 6821311; or at the run the fol​lowing week at the Ostade (27 - 29 June) at www.ostadetheater.nl or (020) 6795096.  

And if you care to still get involved with the production, there are still a few crew jobs for which the Director and Production Coordinator would be delighted to have some additional volunteers: The Cast & Crew will be doing the always popular Flyer Run (distributing the eye-catching flyers to various locations where they may catch some eyes and thus get some bums in the seats) on Saturday 7 June at 11.30; but if we can get other interested and supportive members to help out, that would be greatly appreciated. If you plan to come help, please send an e-mail to in.players.amsterdam@gmail.com and mention “flyer run” in the subject line, so we will know how many people to expect.  

Then we also need volunteers to a handle the Front of House. The theaters will be taking care of the box office, but we do need to set up a rota of two people per evening to welcome the audience, distribute programs, and get newcomers onto our mailing – and perchance even our membership lists. Christine will be drawing up the schedule, so if you are up for this please contact her as soon as possible at manchesterchris@hotmail.com. Oh, and did we mention that the Front of House crew get a free ticket to a performance?  
String of Pearls 
We have a new director for this play! Jeremiah Fleming responded to our call for someone to take over this project, and he is most enthusiastic about bringing this play we have long been planning to do to the stage at the CREA Theater at the end of October. That’s five long months away, but with the summer holiday season being a part of that, we are eager to get started. The cast calls [image: image5.png]


for absolutely no men (sorry guys – but you are more than welcome to join the crew), and for anywhere from four to twenty-seven women of a wide variety of age, type, shape and size. We expect the actual number cast to be much closer to the lower one - probably between eight and twelve - with each performer taking on two to four of the over two-dozen parts. 

Auditions will be held on Saturday, May 24, from noon to 16.00, at a location to be advised soon.  Jeremiah wants each auditioner to prepare and deliver a short monologue of her own choosing, as well as to do some readings from the play.  If you are interested please contact Jeremiah directly at ann_jeremiah@yahoo.com [or at (06) 1557 0129, though he prefers to be contacted via e-mail] for more information and to agree on a specific time that afternoon; of if you cannot make it then to discuss another arrangement.  Rehearsals will start soon afterwards, but there will be a summer break, after which the cast will regroup – off-book, ideally – to bring this play together.  
As mentioned above, we are looking for a few good men for the crew of this production - but not exclusively men; women are of course equally welcome. Stage Management and Crew, Lighting, Sound, Costumes, Make-Up, Props, Publicity – whatever you care to do, or care to help and learn how to do, chances are we will have a spot for you to participate and contribute. So contact Jeremiah at the e-mail above, or at the usual In Players e-address.
2009 Productions:  
The Board has enthusiastically received a proposal for a Pantomime to be staged in mid-to-late January 2009. It has not yet been approved, but we hope to have good news for all you aspiring Principal Boys and Girls, Dames, Pantomime Animals (the proposed production has a horse), and other comical characters very soon. Any other proposals for the January time-slot – and certainly proposals for one or more productions for the spring of 2009 are still very much welcome. If you have any ambitions or ideas for a production do contact our Production Coordinator Nina, or any other member of the Board.  
Play Readings & Workshops
We previously announced a hiatus on our regular Play Readings and Workshops during the rehearsal period and run of Cabfare for the Common Man, and we asked if any one could suggest a new venue for the Play Readings. With the closing of De Spielerij, the need for that new venue has become acute.  So we repeat last month’s blurb on what we are looking for as a venue for Play Readings below.  

For the time being we plan to experiment by holding play readings not at a café, but in a hospitable In Players’ home. The next one will be Thursday, June 5, at 19.30.  The location will be advised later. And in another departure, we will not be reading a play as such, but a selection of scripts from The Goon Show. For the uninitiated, The Goon Show was a comic British radio with surreal storylines, absurd logic, puns, and catchphrases which ran on the BBC from 1951 until 1960. It changed the face of British comedy, inspiring new generations of comics from the Monty Python crew through Eddy Izzard. The Goons included Spike Milligan, Peter Sellers and Harry Secombe. Don’t expect an evening of high-brow theater, but do expect to laugh a lot!
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Do you know of a good home for our Play Readings?
The In Players used to have our monthly Play Readings mid-weeks at a café in de Pijp until it unfortunately closed down about a year-and-a-half ago. Since then we have not found a fully satisfactory new home. This past year we experimented with having them in De Spielerij on some of the Friday evenings we have reserved there, but that is has not worked as well as we would have liked, so we are again looking for a new venue.  
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Ideally we would like to find a café (or something similar) that has a separate area we can reserve for a few hours about one evening a month; on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday would probably be best. Since we would be reading, we would need it to be fairly quiet and sufficiently well lit. We would prefer the café to be satisfied with making a profit from our imbibing, but we could consider paying a modest rental fee. As for location we would prefer to stay reasonably near the city center, but that is not set in stone.  

If this sounds at all like one of your favorite watering holes and you think our business would be welcomed there, please let us know by sending an e-mail to the usual e-mail address: in.players.amsterdam@gmail.com .  Thanks!

Plays Seen Recently
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Impact
I confess. I have the greatest respect for our Daniel Cohen’s myriad artistic talents, but I was a bit surprised to learn his latest effort, Impact, was a Gospel Musical. It did not seem a likely genre for him. But was I ever wrong to be skeptical. Impact proved a rousing, impassioned, piece of original musical theater which had the entire audience gripped by its authentic soulful music, performed by an (predominantly) young cast blessed with superb voices. The story – or more accurately the multiple interconnected stories – concerns the lives of a diverse group of people living in Amsterdam Zuid Oost, connected mainly by their participation in a Gospel Choir – and in how they overcome the tragedy of an aircraft crashing into the apartment block in which most of them live (longer-term residents of our fair city will recognize the 4 October 1992 Bijlmer ramp, when an El Al Boeing 747 freighter crashed, as the inspiration for this work). 
As polished as this performance was, Daniel says it is still a work in progress for him and the composer/musical director Hilmar Leujes. If and when an even better version comes to the stage, it will most certainly be something not to be missed.

Johan
Other Member activities & Accomplishments
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Kudos to two members this month; not for performing but rather for their success as authors. Natalie Koch, who became a published author in late 2006 when her first novel Streken appeared, will at the end of this month be participated in the European Festival of Debut Novels in Germany, and she is looking to have Streken translated. And speaking of debut novels, Jon Jordan’s is due out in July. But you can already pre-order his In the Name of Sarah Pogford on both the US and UK versions of Amazon. Hats off to both these talented In Players for their literary accomplishments. 
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On a more conventional note, Canticum Anglicum, including tenor Johan Statius Muller, will be the guest choir at the St. Nicolaaskerk (Prins Hendrik​kade 73 – the massive church right by Centraal Station) for the Weekly Evensong Service on Saturday 31 May, at 17.00. Admission is free, but charitable donations are of course welcome.  More info at:

www.muziekindenicolaas.nl/choralevensong.html 
Agenda of Upcoming Events
24 May 
String of Pearls Auditions
04 July
Annual General Meeting
05 June
The Goon Show Play Reading
TBA Oct
Cabfare at One-Act Festival (tentative)
07 June
Godspell Flyer Run
String of Pearls
TBA Jan 0918 - 28 Jun
23-26 Oct
Godspell
Pantomime (tentative)
Items for the June Newsletter?
Please forward them on by Friday, May 30th. If you are performing elsewhere; have seen a performance you want to write a review on; or have any other information of interest you would like to share with the membership, please send it on to us for inclusion in the next Newsletter.  
The In Players Committee


Johan Statius Muller
Chairperson - johanmuller.nl@gmail.com

Edwin Nichols
Treasurer - nicholse@worldaidscampaign.org

Polly Perkins
Secretary - pperkins@xs4all.nl

Nina Cohen
Production Coordinator - cohen44@zonnet.nl

Annika Groeneveld
Workshop Coordinator - annika.g@worldonline.nl

Jane Holmes
Play Readings Coordinator - creators@verybling.nl 

Henny Vos
Membership & Newsletter henny.vos225@gmail.com

General e-mail:
in.players.amsterdam@gmail.com

Snail Mail:
Postbus 11437  -  1001 GK  -  Amsterdam
In Players on FaceBook

If you are on FaceBook and have not already joined the In Players’ Facebook Group, may we suggest you do so? It is at www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=8742846071, and it is one more we communicate with the membership. And if you have anything to add the group page, like photos from or comments on an In Players event, please do that as well.  
Spring/Summer Acting Courses
[image: image11.png]


The Department of Acting is holding a series of acting workshops on three weekends in May and June.  Each is designed as a two-day session, but attending only one day is also an option. The sessions will run from 10.00 till 16.00, at CREA.

17 & 18 May:
Looking at the art of devising theater from physical improvisations to writing.
7 & 8 June:
Finding Shakespeare through physicality: Working with Shakespeare text.
21 & 22 June:
Creating a piece of theater through personal story telling.
Apply to Deb Mulholland via e-mail (not phone) at debmul@hetnet.nl. Please mention “DAA May June wkshps” in the subject of your email and mention your preference to dates you would like to attend. 
EUROPEAN THEATRE SUMMER SCHOOL 2008
An offshoot of both the FEATS community and the erstwhile British Theatre Association, the 2008 European Theatre Summer School – the 21st this year – is to be held with the usual backing of the New World Theatre Club at the Centre d'Accueil Clairefontaine, on the border between Luxembourg and Belgium, from Saturday 26th July to Sunday 3rd August inclusive. Check our website at www.munsbach.org for full information.
The Course: At Clairefontaine the course follows the "Munsbach model" as developed at our original home in Luxembourg. This is an 8-day, intensive residential course (day attendance is also possible) with activity revolving entirely around project work for both directing and acting students. Tutors work with students throughout the day, the various projects interweave and ongoing work is shared. By the end of the week, everyone should have sampled something of the experience of everyone else.

The Tutors: The tutors this year – all experienced professional practitioners – are Graeme Du Fresne, Course Director (teacher, musical and theatrical director and actor), Janice Dunn (writer, director, teacher and choreographer), Lyndi Smith (director, teacher and actor) and Lawrence Evans (director, movement director, actor and teacher)

The Venue: The Centre d'Accueil Clairefontaine is set in the Bardenburg valley surrounded by forests, about ten minutes' drive from Arlon and the Brussels-Luxembourg motorway. It has its own extensive grounds with plentiful working spaces inside and out and basic but comfortable accommodation.

The Fees: The all-in charge to students for the 2008 Summer School is €750 for residential, and €550 for day students. In addition, five places on the Summer School are reserved as scholarships, at a fee of only €275. 

Like to join us? Just click on to the website for an instant application, or contact Nola Dutton at Nola@DuttonsOnLine.co.uk or John Brigg at jbrigg@luxconsult.lu. 
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