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General remarks
So here's a general invitation to you all: whether you be a long-standing member or a new arrival, you are equally invited to come forth with ideas for new plays to read or produce, or workshops that you would like to give yourself or take part in. 

If you would like to direct, let the committee know, and we will see what is possible. If you know of a coming production, or an interesting lecture, even outside of Amsterdam, it can be announced in the newsletter, and a road trip could be organized. More fun.

If you are involved in any activity yourself like a theater production with another group, or a choir, and you have a show, why not let us know, and people may be interested to come and watch.
Please get any information for the April newsletter to us by March 30th via in.players.amsterdam@gmail.com 
Production News
Godspell 
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Godspell update - a bit of blah blah blah from the director………

 

As most of you know, the next InPlayers production of ‘Godspell’ - to be performed in June 2008, has been cast and rehearsals have started.  This is really very exciting indeed and I’m proud to have and be working with, an amazing cast, crew, musicians and chorus who are starting this journey with me. I want to extend my thanks to everyone who has come forward wanting to be part of this and I really am very very grateful. The support has been overwhelming.

CAST:
Ken Kitchen


David/Judas

Jon Jordan


Stephen/Jesus

Shelley O’Day


Joanne

Annika Groeneveld

Robin

Clover Jean


Sonia

Danielle Renton

Peggy

Amy Durrant


Lamar

Lisa Sparreboom 

Jeffrey


Christine Blakeley

Herb

Janette Warburton

Gilmer

CHORUS

Edwin Nichols

Nina Cohen

Elian van Holst

Liesbeth Cruys

MUSICIANS

Marco Klaue - Piano

Bel van der Linden - Double Bass/Cello/Guitar

Lixel Huijts - Clarinet (TBC)

We’ve a very heavy rehearsal schedule ahead of us, and there is still a lot of work to be done.  We are calling still for a few missing links as follows:

 1. Drummer (will not get paid but has a chance for eternal fame…)
2. Slide projector (you might still have one in the attic or know that for instance your parents might have one that they will let us use)
3. Beamer (or if anybody knows of one we can hire for a cheap price)

If you have any information you  can contact Edwin Nichols (director) via email:  godspell2008@gmail.com  

Apart from that put the dates in your diary as follows:

June 19, 21, 22 - Polanentheater
June 27, 28, 29 - Ostadetheater
 Tell your friends, promote the show,  start some gossip - anything to get word about town that this is going to be a great, vibrant and colourful show.

 Thanks everyone we’ll keep you all updated!

 Edwin

Director

 

Cabfare for the Common Man 
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In-house production
As stated in the February newsletter, the collection of seven short plays by Mark Harvey Levine called Cabfare for the Common Man  was very well received at the play reading in January.

It has been decided to put on a low pressure in-house production in which 4-5 of the plays will be performed on probably, 25th and 26th April in the large room at the Spielerij.

Each individual play is short, has a small cast, and has very simple and basic production requirements.

You can get involved: there will be a get together for people interested in performing in or directing one of the plays on March 14th at the Spielerij, Rozengracht 73.

So, come all!!!
 

 String of Pearls 
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Play looking for director.
For the 8-12 October 2008 slot at CREA the InPlayers Board has decided on String of Pearls  by  Michele Lowe. Due to the withdrawal of the original director we are now faced by an unusual situation: we have a slot, we have a play, and are now looking for a director.

This radiant play explores the possibilities that open up in the lives of an array of women as they come into contact with a certain strand of pearls. While the pearls are stolen, bought, bestowed, unstrung and nearly lost, four actresses play 27 characters in this deeply moving drama which is as fresh as it is funny. On the eve of her granddaughter Amy's wedding, Beth asks to see the pearls she gave Amy's mother long ago. When Amy cannot produce them, Beth determines to find them. She takes us back to the time when she received them and then gave them to het daughter, who passed them on to her dearest friend, Ela, who lost them one  Sunday morning. Over 35 years, the pearls touch the lives of mothers and daughters, sisters and friends, even husbands and wives as rhey weave a deeply affecting story of love and loss.

If you are interested in directing this and would like to (re)read the play before coming forward, contact  the board  via  in.players.amsterdam@gmail.com  so that we can send you the play by e-mail. 

We should like this to be decided before the end of March, so that auditions can be held  as soon as possible, to have it cast and perhaps start working on it before the summer break.
Alternatively, the board also asks members to come forward with alternate proposals for this slot. If you are looking for an option to direct with the InPlayers, please let us know as soon as possible, but preferably by the end of April.

 Workshops
The next workshop will take place on March 21, to be moderated by Ken Kitchen, on the subject of method acting.

Time 19.30, at the Spielerij, Rozengracht 73.
Playreadings

There will be no play reading in March.

Should you have an idea for a play to read in the coming months, or even next season, please get in touch Jane Holmes. Her contact information is at he bottom of this newsletter.

 

Reviews
We like to encourage members to write reviews of shows they have seen.
I could write a review on the latest show by the Reduced Shakespeare Company, seen a few weeks ago at the Kleine Komedie, titled “Completely Hollywood (abridged)” and say that I laughed my head off, but it is nearly impossible to convey the wisecracks and the physical energy this group/troupe  brings to the stage. In the past they have been staging such shows as “The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (abridged)”,  “The Bible: The Complete Word of God (abridged)”, and “All the Great Books (abridged)”.  But as they say: you had to be there.. All I can say is: get a chance to go and see them next time they are in the Netherlands. http://www.reducedshakespeare.com/hollywood.php 

Oh dear, I just did write a review, I believe…
Other English Language Theater in Amsterdam 
Little Shop of Horrors – Queens English Theater Company - March 13 - 21
Another local production featuring In Players talent opens in March, Little Shop of Horrors, the latest Queens English Theater Company extravaganza. Our Nina Cohen and Don Sesia are featured, and promise an excellent rendition of this popular musical. Knowing QETC, they will certainly have added something novel and inventive to entertain their audiences. At the CREA theater from March 13 through March 21. For more info see their website, www.qetc.nl, or www.crea.uva.nl 

and a Dutch theater festival in Amsterdam
ACA Festival – March 27 – 30
Lastly, a reminder that the Amsterdam Amateur Theater Collective, of which we are a member, is holding its annual one-act festival at theater De Engelenbak from 27 – 30 March. Not in English, of course, but if language is not a barrier, it is a great opportunity to see what else is going on in local amateur theater. For more information check out the ACA Website, www.acamateur.info
 
Theater Elsewhere
Glimpses Of Life, An Evening Of One Acts – by AATG – Wassenaar
The AATG on The Hague, the latest host of FEATS in 2007, are staging "Glimpses of life, an evening of One Acts" ,  on 17-19 April at the Cultural Centre Warenar in Wassenaar. 
It will give you an insight into the lives of people of various ages and backgrounds, sharing their light-hearted and darker moments, joys and tragedies. And all that in very different settings, and under very different circumstances! 

The three one act plays are: 

●"The Black and White" by Harold Pinter

●"Moments", written and directed by Anne-Marie Bellefroid 

● "Going Underground" by Christopher Morgan

In “The Black and White” an appearance will be made by InPlayers chairperson Johan Statius Muller. 
FEATS  (the festival of European Anglophone Theatrical Societies)
This  four-day festival is held in different cities in Europe every year and will this year be held in Stockholm from Friday May 9 till Monday May 12 (the Whitsun/Pentacost weekend).

A unique chance to see 12 one-act plays in 4 days and meet thespians from other European societies.
The InPlayers have performed in both the main festival, even winning awards, as well as in the accompanying Fringe festival, both as recently as 2007 in The Hague.
This year’s organizers (the Stockholm Players) have negotiated special rates with a 

number of hotels (one of which is actually a boat!) so if you’d like to make a trip to this festival please visit http://www.stockholmplayers.se/feats.html. 

And if you’re not certain how to get there: RyanAir, KLM and SAS all fly to airports

around Stockholm (with RyanAir offering the lowest fares). It’s also possible to drive, with

either a bridge or ferry connection.

For more information about the festival: www.feats.org/2008 
  

InPlayers performing elsewhere

You will be able to see fellow InPlayers performing elsewhere:

Nina Cohen and Don Sesia with QETC’s Little Shop of Horrors 13-21 March
Johan Statius Muller with AATG’s Glimpses of Life  17-19 April


Membership News
Have you got some good news to share with your fellow In Players? Don’t be shy about letting us know!

Call for videos
The In Players hopes to establish a video library of our productions. We thus plan to take copies of DVDs of all future productions as they occur, but we also would like to include as many records of past productions as possible. That is where we need the help of the membership.

Anyone who has a videotape (we are presumably talking about pre-DVD days here, though DVDs are welcome, indeed) of any In Players production, and is willing to let us make a DVD copy of it (or them), please contact  us at in.players.amsterdam@gmail.com . So please do check the dusty corners of your video collection and pass on those moments of theatrical triumph.
**************Agenda of Upcoming Events:*******************
Mar 13 - 21 Little Shop of Horrors (QETC)

Mar 14 Cabfare meeting
Feb 21  Workshop method acting - Ken Kitchen

Mar 27 - 30 ACA Festival
TBA String of Pearls Auditions

April 17-19 AATG Glimpses of Life - Wassenaar

May 9-12 FEATS Stockholm

June 19, 21, 22 – GODSPELL -Polanentheatre

June 27, 28, 29 – GODSPELL -Ostadetheatre

Other Items of Possible Interest
Open Mike Night
ABC Treehouse, Vootboogstraat 11, the last Friday of each month at 8pm
entry €4.50. www.treehouse.abc.nl
easyLaughs
Theatre Crea, Turfdraagsterpad 17, every Friday at 8:30pm (2 shows)

www.easylaughs.nl
 

Items for the April Newsletter?

Please forward them on by March 30th. If you are performing elsewhere; have seen a performance you want to write a review on; or have any other information of interest you would like to share with the membership, please send it on to us for inclusion in the next Newsletter. in.players.amsterdam@gmail.com 
 

The In Players Board
Johan Statius Muller, chairperson - johanmuller.nl@gmail.com 

Edwin Nichols, treasurer - nicholse@worldaidscampaign.org
Polly Perkins, Secretary - pperkins@xs4all.nl
Nina Cohen, production officer - cohen44@zonnet.nl
Annika Groeneveld, Workshop Coordinator - annika.g@worldonline.nl 

Jane Holmes, Playreadings Coordinatior - sjholmes@12move.nl 

Henny Vos, Membership & Newsletter henny.vos225@gmail.com 

General e-mail: in.players.amsterdam@gmail.com
Snail Mail: Postbus 11437 - 1001 GK - Amsterdam
