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A note from the chair …
Gong Xi Fa Chi, or Happy Chinese New Year!  In Chinese astrology this is the Year of the Rat, supposedly a propitious one.  That may prove to be the case for us, as serendipity may have given us the opportunity to stage a “mini-production” of delightful short plays in April.  More on that further down in the Newsletter.  Also updates on already scheduled productions, and notices of English-language theater produced by other groups that is surely worth your attention, making for a busy Leap-Year February for theater. 
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Production News:

Godspell director Edwin is very pleased with enthusiastic response to the invitation to audition for this production.  High numbers, and a good blend of In Players veterans and enthusiastic newcomers (who with any luck will in due course become In Players veterans themselves).  At least as encouraging was the unusual, not to say unprecedented, number of talented people who have come forward to fill the crew positions.  Having a full complement of backstage people who are not only able and willing, but actually eager is a luxury for a director which indicates Edwin will have a very successful production on his hands.  Casting was being finalized just as this newsletter was about to go out, but we look forward to announcing the cast next month, along with more information about the start of work on the production.  So if you are one of those still waiting to hear, good luck; and in any case, stay tuned for more Godspell news.  

As those who were planning to audition for String of Pearls this month will know, those auditions have been postponed.  The production itself, however, remains firmly set on our agenda for October 2008, and we are confident that there will still be more than enough time to prepare and rehearse an excellent production of this memorable play.  The new audition date is not yet set, but will most likely be in the latter part of March.  We will get the word out as soon as we can.  

Past Play Reading & Future Mini-Production: 
Cabfare for the Common Man 
One reason the In Players has Play Readings is to assess whether the play in question would make a good future production.  But rarely, if ever, have we had a reading where everyone seemed to agree that we simply must put do the play, and sooner rather than later.  But that is exactly what happened last month after reading a collection of seven short plays by a young American playwright, Mark Harvey Levine, who fortunately for us sent them to us for our consideration.  Cabfare for the Common Man is the title of the collection as well as the last individual play.  

None of the plays runs for more than ten minutes, and most only have two or three characters.  Yet despite these apparent limitations, Levine has produced a set of instantly engaging stories with likable, very human characters in somewhat odd, but almost always humorous situations.  From a couple breaking up because she can’t handle his being (slightly) psychic, to a woman who gets a “Rent-a-Boyfriend” as a birthday present, to a maniacal carbide thought the night as a metaphor for life, the stories amuse and touch.  

Because each individual play is short, has a small cast, and has very simple and basic production requirements, the consensus of those at the reading was that we could, and indeed should, stage these plays this spring.  It will not be a full-blown production la Godspell, but done on a smaller, more informal scale, primarily for the membership, though we would certainly welcome others to the audiences.  The idea would include combining the upcoming workshops to the production.  The production dates would likely be in mid-April.  As soon as some other details are sorted, we will send out a separate notice to let everyone know how they can get involved; which we hope many of you will.  So keep an eye peeled!  
Upcoming Workshop & Play Reading:

Saki – 15 February

Fortress Europe – 29 February
This month’s events at the Spielerij are first, a workshop moderated by Andrew Watson on the writer best known under his nom de plume, Saki.  And we mark Leap Year Day with the re-scheduled Play Reading of Tom Lanoye’s Fortress Europe.  Both events start at 19.30.  The Spielerij is at the Rozengracht 73. 
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Saki , born Hector Hugh Munro in Akyab, Burma to an inspector-general in the Burma police, lived most of his life in his native England, but his writing was heavily influenced by the Asian side of his heritage, and are in some ways reminiscent of Rudyard Kipling, albeit often more macabre and populated by eccentric characters.  His most frequently anthologized work includes Tobermory, in which a cat who has seen too much scandal through country house windows, learns to talk and starts to repeat the guests' vicious comments about each other; and Sredni Vashtar, in which young boy makes an idol of his illicit pet ferret.  
Andrew will work up a few of his favorite Saki short stories as scripts, or otherwise present the short stories themselves as a framework for the actors to work around.  
Friday 15 February, 19:30.
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Fortress Europe offers a surrealistic impression of what Europe might have to look forward to in the 21st Century by extrapolating from the continent’s (mostly) recent past, and choosing what certainly not the happiest chapters of that past are.  Yet like much of Lanoye’s work it manages to use wit and humor to incongruously paint a bleak picture, and somehow inject a hopeful final note.  The play has been great acclaim in Flanders, Germany and Eastern Europe, finding particularly enthusiastic audiences in the former communist states.  
Friday, 29 February.
Other English Language Theater (and a Dutch festival):

Looking Lass – 15 & 16 February 

Trouble in Panto Land –21 - 23 February

Little Shop of Horrors – March 13 - 21

ACA Festival – March 27 - 30
Last month we announced that Theaterworks would be staging a one-woman show with a political theme, entitled Second Lady.  That has since changed.  They are instead staging a Looking Lass, which is also political, but has three actors.  And it has an In Players connection, as our own Stuart Idell is directing.  Looking Lass is a zany look at one woman's journey through a political wonderland, and will try to answer questions such as: What's so funny about Presidential Politics?  Will the Righteous Candidate fall off his narrow platform?  Will the Liberal Candidate crack?  Will all the king's horse's and all the king's men arrive in time to make sense of it for the rest of us?  And who are  YOU in this mad, mad world - a pawn, or a player?    At Theater de Cameleon at 20.30, on 15 and 16 February 2008.  For more information and reservations go to www.decameleon.nl or www.theaterworksamsterdam.nl 
For those of you who still need a Pantomime fix this season, you have one more chance at it, but you will need to travel all the way down to Hendrik Ido Ambacht, near Dordrecht.  South of Rotterdam.  If you are willing to brave that trek between 21 to 24 February, you can catch Trouble in Panto Land, an original script staged by i.d.e.a., Holland’s youngest (we think) English-language theater group, which was founded with Pantomime productions in mind so this is their specialty.  For more info check our their website:  www.idea-panto.nl/Future.html 
Another local production featuring In Players talent opens in March, Little Shop of Horrors, the latest Queens English Theater Company extravaganza.  Our Nina Cohen and Don Sesia are featured, and promise an excellent rendition of this popular musical.  Knowing QETC, they will certainly have added something novel and inventive to entertain their audiences.  At the CREA theater from March 13 through March 21.  For more info see their website, www.qetc.nl, or www.crea.uva.nl 
Lastly, a reminder that the Amsterdam Amateur Theater Collective, of which we are a member, is holding its annual one-act festival at theater De Engelenbak from 27 – 30 March.  Not in English, of course, but if language is not a barrier, it is a great opportunity to see what else is going on in local amateur theater.  For more information check out the ACA Website, www.acamateur.info
Agenda of Upcoming Events:
Feb 15 & 16
Looking Lass (Theaterworks)
Mar 13 - 21
Little Shop of Horrors (QETC)
Feb 22
Saki Workshop – 
Mar 27 - 30
ACA Festival
Feb 21 - 24
Chaos in Pantoland (I.D.E.A.)
TBA
String of Pearls Auditions
Feb 29
Fortress Europe Playreading
Items for the March Newsletter?
Please forward them on by Friday, February 29th.  If you are performing elsewhere; have seen a performance you want to write a review on; or have any other information of interest you would like to share with the membership, please send it on to us for inclusion in the next Newsletter.  
The In Players Committee

Johan Statius Muller, chairperson - johanmuller.nl@gmail.com 
Edwin Nichols, treasurer - nicholse@worldaidscampaign.org
Polly Perkins, Secretary - pperkins@xs4all.nl
Nina Cohen, production officer - cohen44@zonnet.nl
Annika Groeneveld, Workshop Coordinator - annika.g@worldonline.nl 

Jane Holmes, Playreadings Coordinatior - sjholmes@12move.nl 

Henny Vos, Membership & Newsletter henny.vos225@gmail.com 

General e-mail: in.players.amsterdam@gmail.com
Snail Mail: Postbus 11437  -  1001 GK  -  Amsterdam
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