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From the editor
Happy December!

With the holiday season upon us to cheer our hearts (Thanksgiving, Sinterklaas,  Eid Al-Adha to name a few), here is the last InPlayers Newsletter before Christmas 2008. I made another attempt to make it a not-so-long newsletter, but with a lot to inform you about it has worked out as another 6-pager. 

With Christmas and the New Year approaching and a production underway we will be having fewer play readings and – alas- no workshops in December. 

After String of Pearls we  had 2 play readings in November, first of The Real Inspector Hound by Tom Stoppard, which also served as auditions for the February production, and of the ‘irreverent British comedy’ Loot  by Joe Orton, as well as the first of two workshops on method acting by Ken Kitchen. The second MA workshop has been postponed to 2009. 
The Real Inspector Hound has been successfully cast and rehearsals are under way.
Diary for December

Play reading Sunday 7 December CREA room A1.03  3pm – 5pm. Title still TBA
Membership dues

€

For those who have paid their membership dues already, many thanks. Please disregard the rest of this item. 

For those who still have to pay, we urge you to do so at the earliest opportunity. It may have slipped your mind, but membership dues represent an important part of the revenue which the InPlayers depend on to fund our activities. Also, taking part in a production requires you to be  member.

Dues are € 40 per person and € 70 for two adults in the same household.  These are payable to the InPlayers account with the Postbank.  Account No. 3633494, tnv InPlayers International Drama Group.
Productions in  2009
February 2009: The Real Inspector Hound
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This play is an example of absurdism as well as farce, parody, and satire, a comic spoof of the whodunits popularized by Agatha Christie. There is the clichéd plot of a secluded English country manor house, ominous radio reports of a criminal on the loose, visitors behaving suspiciously, a relative with a shady past and an unidentified dead body (that is on stage for half of the play before it is noticed).
Constructed as a play-within-a-play, 'The Real Inspector Hound' opens with two competing theatre critics, Moon and Birdboot, ready to review the latest mystery. In time, both find themselves literally drawn into the comedy, playing roles leading to the climax of the plot when the murderer's identity is revealed to all. 
The twist is similar to that of Agatha Christie's play The Mousetrap, and the sleuth is a parody of Arthur Conan Doyle's famous Sherlock Holmes.
For the rest, let yourself be surprised by Stoppard's wit.

The performance dates and place have been changed to  26 Feb - 1 March at the CREA Theatre. 
Director Nina Cohen

May 2009: Deaf on the Nile
A ‘horror spoof’  to be written and directed by Stuart Idell and Peter Hopwood 

 (the pair of them was responsible for the very successful InPlayers production 

 Jack and the Beanstalk in 2006)
Audition dates will be announced

CREA theater  6 – 9 May
October/November 2009: In Yonder Green Glen
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A modern day Commedia dell’ Arte play written and to be directed by Svarupa. Several members attended the play reading of this piece. More information in following newsletters. Theater and exact dates TBA
Request from Svarupa
For the production of In Yonder Green Glen Svarupa would like to find some black backdrops, that have been used in a previous InPlayers production and are perhaps still in someone’s attic. Please contact us at the InPlayers email address.
Play readings

We have the following play reading lined up:

Sunday 7 December1500-1700, CREA room A 1.03

Should we have another one in December you will receive information through email.
Please come forward with any ideas for a play to read. Have you written a play? Great! Let us read it!
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Workshops

NO workshops are lined up at this moment. 
If you have an idea for a workshop, one that you should like to give yourself or a particular subject that you find interesting,  please let the committee know and we will see what can be arranged. Please write to the InPlayers email address.

Items for next Newsletter

Please forward them on by December 30 to in.players.amsterdam@gmail.com If you are performing elsewhere, have seen something you want to write a review on , or have any other information of interest to the members, please share it with us.
English theater elsewhere

Two opportunities to see English language theater , both outside Amsterdam.
 Interestingly, they have the same title but are of a totally different nature. 
For those who like a pantomime, the AATG in The Hague are staging their annual pantomime at the end of January:
A Christmas Carol - The Panto,  

from Friday 30 January – Sunday 1 February, at the Theater aan het Spui. 

Info:   www.aatg.nl 
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Ding dong, Ding dong, tis Christmas time. Oh no it isn't, Oh yes it is. Ok it's not, but at the end of January it will be again because the AATG will present their annual Christmas Panto. This time it is A CHRISTMAS CAROL –the panto. This classic story by Charles Dickens is a tale of good and evil, ghosts, men in dresses, redemption, choirs, screaming children, magic and a few custard pies for good measure. 

So come one, come all to boo at the baddies and cheer for the goodies. Will Scrooge find redemption? Will Bob Crattchet get a pay rise? Is that a bloke in a dress? Where did I leave my car? To find out the answers to at least some of these questions come to the panto.

But first, still in December’ A CHRISTMAS CAROL by Ashley Ramsden

One of the best ways to get into the spirit of Christmas is to book your tickets for A Christmas Carol performed by Ashley Ramsden - well known British actor and storyteller. 
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When does a tradition start .... ? Due to popular demand and with great pleasure, STET-The English Theatre brings Ashley Ramsden over from Great Britain to perform the famous story A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens for the third time.

Ashley Ramsden returns to Theatre Concordia, built in the period just after Dickens’ death. Ramsden feels very much at home in these historical surroundings. He performs the story single-handed which shows his formidable talents as a storyteller and actor. 
The program embraces the original masterpiece, transporting audiences back to Victorian England and conjuring up the sinister back alleys, cobblestone streets, and ghostly apparitions

that are the story’s hallmarks.

Theatre Concordia, Hoge Zand 42, The Hague

9, 10, 12, 17, 19 & 20 December  -  20.15 hrs

13 & 14 December  -  14.00 hrs

Opposite doors of the Hofje van Wouw open one hour before each performance for drinks and do make a visit to the special Christmas shop.. all proceeds go to the Hof van Wouw Foundation. 

NOTE entrance Hof van Wouw is via Brouwersgracht 30 - left of red letterbox - 

Tickets: € 19,50 (incl one drink in Hofje van Wouw)

Reservations: Haags Uitburo T 0900 8282 999 (40ctpm) www.uitburo.nl/denhaag

For more information,  www.theenglishtheatre.nl 
Member activities

Here we announce activities by members that we would like you to know about.

Performing elsewhere are Leah Pavlovic and Teresa Merilainen in a student performance in improv (in English) with Easylaughs.

CREA theater, Friday 12 December at 22.30. 

The regular weekly Easylaughs show starts at 20.30

http://www.easylaughs.nl.
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Actor and playwright Mike Poblete, director of InPlayers production Cabfare this year, moved to Ireland and has recently seen his play Antenora produced with the Guerilla Style Dublin Theatre.. Congratulations Mike!
A brief synopsis:

Two ordinary men are ripped out of their lives and thrown into an anonymous prison where torture is part of life. At times as darkly comedic as it is heartfelt you will find yourself empathising, demonising and strategising along with them in this frighteningly modern story of survival by any means necessary, through humour, companionship, and the ultimate sacrifice. 

Contact information

General email:   in.players.amsterdam@gmail.com
Snail mail:         Postbus 11437 – 1001 GK Amsterdam

Website:            www.inplayers.org 

Facebook:          In Players  or  http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=8742846071&ref=ts 
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