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A note from the chair …
This April is shaping up to be a busy and exciting month for the In Players.  First off, our in-house production of Cabfare for the Common Man is off and running, after a very enthusiastic response from members old and new.  It promises to be a great opportunity for the participants and an enjoyable evening for the audiences.  Then it looks like String of Pearls is back on track with a new (but experienced) director, and will be the first production of the 2008-2009 season, as originally planned.  Auditions will probably be shortly after Cabfare closes.  And Godspell rehearsals are in full swing and progressing nicely.  So a lot is going on, but we are also actively planning for what to do next.  In that we solicit everyone’s input – particularly if you have any suggestion for a new home for the monthly Play Readings, as indicated below.  
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Production News:
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Mike and Kiki are hard at work on our production of Cabfare for the Common Man.  The  response was very enthusi​astic, and we are very pleased that this production will serve to give new, newish, and even not-so-new members an oppor​tunity to test and exhibit their talents, whether on stage of behind the scenes.  Everyone has taken an immediate liking to the plays, and are looking forward to bringing them to life after an intensive rehearsal period.  The productions are set for the Spielerij on 25 & 26 April.  If you still want to get involved in some capacity you can still contact Mike and Kiki at cabfarenl@gmail.com – but do not delay!  
Edwin and his Godspell cast and crew are hard at work and are confidently on track to have a splendid production ready on opening night in June; which is probably all we ought - or need to say at this stage – save to stay tuned and to be sure to have at least one performance on your calendar and expect to see a great show.  
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Work on String of Pearls remains on hold for just a bit longer, but stay tuned for the new audition dates, probably at the end of April or early June.  For those who have not read earlier notices about this play, it has an all-woman cast, with twenty seven roles – which can be played by as few as four actresses, though we plan to share them amongst at least twice that number.  They all come in contact with a particular string of pearls, which - in one way or another - passes from hand to hand.  It is scheduled of at the CREA Theater at the end of October as out first Production of the 2008 – 2009 season.  

Post-Pearls.  The Board is hoping to have a full agenda of productions for the 2008 – 2009 season ready to present to the membership by the July Annual General Meeting.  We would like to follow String of Pearls with a Pantomime (or some other light-hearted seasonal piece) in January 2009, and are wide open to suggestions after that; so if you have any ideas for a production, including for January – even general ones you would want to discuss to help flesh out – please do contact the Board.  
Play Readings & Workshops: 
Saki (7 March) & Method Acting (21 March).  

For as long as Cabfare remains in rehearsal with regular Friday evening sessions, we are having a hiatus on our Play Readings and Workshops, so the two held last month with be the last ones for a little while.  Both were substantively excellent, though more robust attendance would have been nice so more people could have benefitted.  Andrew Watson provided an opportunity to become better acquainted with one of his favorite authors, Saki (H. H. Munro).  Ken Kitchen shared some of what he mastered about the process of Method Acting, with the participants having the opportunity to improvise several emotionally charged scenes which were a challenge to play.  Both session were very much worthwhile, and many thanks to Andrew and Ken for their diligent efforts.  
Do you know of a good home for our Playreadings?
The In Players used to have our monthly Play Readings mid-weeks at a café in de Pijp until it unfortunately closed down about a year-and-a-half ago.  Since then we have not found a fully satisfactory new home.  This past year we experimented with having them in de Spielerij on some of the Friday evenings we have reserved there, but that is has not worked as well as we would have liked, so we are again looking for a new venue.  

Ideally we would like to find a café (or something similar) that has a separate area we can reserve for a few hours about one evening a month; on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday would probably be best.  Since we would be reading, we would need it to be fairly quiet and sufficiently well lit.  We would prefer the café to be satisfied with making a profit from our imbibing, but we could consider paying a modest rental fee.  As for location we would prefer to stay reasonably near the city center, but that is not set in stone.  

If this sounds at all like one of your favorite watering holes and you think our business would be welcomed there, please let us know by sending an e-mail to the usual e-mail address: in.players.amsterdam@gmail.com .  Thanks!
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Plays Seen Recently
Little Shop of Horrors.  Our cross-town friends at QETC can be relied on to provide an entertaining and usually inventive show.  Their latest production, the oft-staged musical Little Shop of Horrors (Ashman & Menken) certainly did not disappoint.  Even to those of us well-familiar with the zany sci-fi story based on an old Roger Corman film, the retelling, especially with its great music, has so much life and wit in it that a good new production can entertain all over again.  This one certainly did, with several excellent performances from both veterans of Amsterdam’s English language stage circuit and some exciting newcomers.  A quartet of In Players found their way into the cast:  Rene-Jan Boon in the ensemble; Nina Cohen with her signature warbling; Don Sesia sounding more kosher than a Hebrew National Sausage as the Flower shop keeper, and Clover Jean, who will be making her debut with the In Players with Godspell as one of the three fantastically foxy urchins.  The singing talent she displayed with LSoH bodes very well for that upcoming production (And there were several In Players backstage as well – notably Polly, Harald, Kiki & Mike.  Kudos there too!).  While there are good things to be said of everyone in the cast, I reluctantly limit this session of praise by noting that it was good to see Mark Winstanley step out of the backstage shadows and into the lights for a change, and that Brandon Delagraentiss’ vocals as Audrey II (the plant) could not have been more spot on; but that even amidst several other memorable performances the one who clearly stole for my money was Tara Nicole Cummings as Audrey (not the plant).  This truly splendid vocalist and actress has apparently been quietly living in Utrecht for quite some time, but has only now made her Dutch debut.  Well worth the wait, but I hope she has now been well and truly re-infected with the acting bug.  Praise all around!  
[image: image6.jpg]AATG mun'ul_'
and White
by Marola Pt




ACA Een-Akter Festival  This year’s edition of Amsterdam’s amateur theater collective (ACA) included several most impressive works.  I was able to attend only two of the four sessions, but all of the eight plays I saw were at the very least worthwhile, and several were nothing short of excellent.  Ranging from such diverse genres as emotive quasi-historical drama to absurdist comedy to political farce to realistic biography, there was something for pretty much every taste.  My personal favorite was the very intense excerpt from the Jodenverraadsters (Betrayers of Jews) by the group Spotvogels; the full play will be on in Amstelveen on 11 & 12 April, and I would highly recommend seeing it.  [Reservations and info at cindyvanrijswijk@wanadoo.nl].  
Before the final critiques and presentation of awards there was a lively workshop/
masterclass for all attendees.  It is impressive to see the high standard of amateur theater in Amsterdam and exciting to be a part of it.  An excellent festival in all respects.  


Johan
In Players Performing (& Directing) Elsewhere:
Leah (a/k/a Chinta) Pavlovich will be on the small stage at CREA on Friday, April 4, with the student graduation performance of one of the EasyLaugh Group’s Improv courses.  Starting at 22:30, it will be the second three improve shows that evening.  The first show starts at 20:30, so a full evening of improve is on offer.  www.easylaughs.nl 
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Johan Statius Muller is once again performing with the AATG, at the de Warenar Theater in Wassenaar from 17 through 19 April.  Glimpses of Life will include three one-act plays, including one which the AATG is taking to the FEATS competition in May.  Johan will be in The Black and White, a short play – more of a sketch really – by Harold Pinter.  Johan hopes this will confirm the old adage that “there are no small parts, only small actors.”  Performances start at 20:30.  For more information and tickets visit the AATG website, www.aatg.nl.  
Daniel Cohen will not be acting, but he will be directing a play, for which he has also written the text: Impact, described as a modern gospel musical about hope, freedom and change, and which is inspired by events around the plane crash in the Bijlmer in October 1992.  It runs for three evenings at 20:15, from 1 through 3 May at M-Lab in Amsterdam Noord.  In More information and reservations are available at www.m-lab.nl.
Agenda of Upcoming Events:
All of April 
Cabfare Workshops
1 – 3 May
Impact [M-Lab]
17-19 Apr
Glimpses of Life [AATG]
18-28 Jun
Godspell
25 & 26 Apr
Cabfare Performances 
TBA July
Annual General Meeting
TBA 
String of Pearls Auditions
Items for the May Newsletter?
Please forward them on by Sunday, April 27th.  If you are performing elsewhere; have seen a performance you want to write a review on; or have any other information of interest you would like to share with the membership, please send it on to us for inclusion in the next Newsletter.  
The In Players Committee

Johan Statius Muller, chairperson - johanmuller.nl@gmail.com 
Edwin Nichols, treasurer - nicholse@worldaidscampaign.org
Polly Perkins, Secretary - pperkins@xs4all.nl
Nina Cohen, production officer - cohen44@zonnet.nl
Annika Groeneveld, Workshop Coordinator - annika.g@worldonline.nl 

Jane Holmes, Playreadings Coordinatior - sjholmes@12move.nl 

Henny Vos, Membership & Newsletter henny.vos225@gmail.com 

General e-mail: in.players.amsterdam@gmail.com
Snail Mail: Postbus 11437  -  1001 GK  -  Amsterdam
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